
Driver’s Airbag 
  

DISCLAIMER: Serious injury or death can be a result of improper removal/installation 
techniques.  

Follow manufacturer's instructions for disabling Restraint Systems 
PRIOR to working on any airbag component. 

  
Airbags are a dangerous and powerful safety restraint system and should not be 

taken lightly or tampered with. If you are not a qualified/ certified technician, seek the help 
of a professional to service the airbag system on your vehicle. 

  
 ALWAYS DISCONNECT THE BATTERY AND WAIT 10 FULL MIN UTES 

BEFORE WORKING ON ANY AIRBAG SYSTEM.  
  

The Driver's Airbag is mounted to the steering wheel by numerous methods. 
Removal is accomplished by understanding and locating the fasteners used by each 

manufacturer. 
  

Some manufacturers utilize bolts or nuts, while others use spring loaded clips. 
Access to the bolt-on style fasteners of the airbag is often found on the sides of the airbag, 

sometimes covered by a plastic plug, cover or cruise control switch. 
  
  

                                                      

  
  
  
  
  
  

 
       #30 Torx head tool    #50 safety torx head socket      10mm bolt beneath cruise switch 

  
  

Remove the bolts or release the spring clips that hold the airbag to the steering wheel.  Most 
often there are 2, 3 or 4 retainers.  We have illustrated some types of fasteners.  Many require 

special tools; torx drivers, safety torx sockets, release tools, or straight probes. 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
Spring Loaded Style Mounts 



The spring loaded clip style retainers are released by inserting either a flat bladed screwdriver, 
removal tool or probe through the back or side of the steering wheel and rotating the tool 90�.  
All vehicles provide an access hole in the steering wheel for a probe to be inserted to release 

the airbag.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
         AIRBAG REMOVAL TOOL   Back of GM Steering Wheel 

 
Some designs require the clip to be moved in, while others require it to be moved out.  

Inspecting the replacement airbag will provide you with the necessary information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 

Side Access Hole Design 
 

Removal is accomplished by moving or pushing the spring loaded clip out of the notched post 
that snaps in place when the airbag is seated.  Proceed by releasing one corner at a time, 

making sure each corner (or side) doesn’t snap back into place while you are attempting the 
others.  These types of clips can test your patience.  Do not attempt to force these airbags out, 

as this can cause the spring clips or post to bend.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Spring Clips (exposed)   
 
 
 
 
 



 
Gently lift airbag module out of the wheel  Back of  airbag with melted clockspring 

 
 
 

Once the retainers are removed, the airbag should be loose and can be released from the 
steering wheel.  On some vehicles the vinyl is seated inside the wheel and a firm tug is needed 

to remove the airbag module.  Lastly, unplug the connector from the clockspring (squib 
connector).   

 
If the connector is melted, a new clockspring will be required for proper replacement.  

  
 
 
 
 


