
Airbag Codes / Resetting 
 

DISCLAIMER: Serious injury or death can be a result of improper removal/installation 
 techniques.  

Follow manufacturer's instructions for disabling Restraint Systems 
PRIOR to working on any airbag component. 

  
Airbags are a dangerous and powerful safety restraint system and should not be 

taken lightly or tampered with. If you are not a qualified/ certified technician, seek the help of 
a professional to service the airbag system on your vehicle. 

  

 ALWAYS DISCONNECT THE BATTERY AND WAIT 10 FULL MIN UTES BE-
FORE WORKING ON ANY AIRBAG SYSTEM.  

Some manufacturers offer a simple method of resetting the airbag light without using a 

scan tool.  Some systems reset themselves.  Most do not!  AirbagSolutions provides 
information for all the methods for accessing the systems, reading the codes and reset-

ting the airbag light.   

 

Whether you are using a scan tool or you can access the information without one, the codes for 
each vehicle are illustrated in the database.  Once you have read the codes, you can click on the 
appropriate link to decipher them.  Each vehicle displayed in AirbagSolutions offers these links. 

 

Reading airbag codes, understanding the meaning of the terminology used and being able to reset 
the light is critical to finishing the job.  Airbag fault code charts will reveal the information the scanner 

is reading, but you will need to know how to interpret this information 

 



Lastly, some vehicle may include a link like the one above.  This will provide the method for 
resetting the light and clearing the codes without a scan tool. .  These pages are identified in 

the same section as the code charts. 

4. Resistance Low (High):      The airbag control unit measures the voltage going into 
and coming out of each component  If a connection becomes corroded, rusted, or other-
wise compromised, the resistance in that circuit will change and cause a fault code.  The 
code will indicate either resistance high, or resistance low 

5. Deployment Circuit:     This term indicates the wiring circuit completely, from inside 
the control unit, to the component, and back again.  It encompasses hardware, wiring 
and connectors. 

 

Each of the “Airbag Code” link pages will supply you with a list of the codes and their 
meanings.  The codes are written for technicians and use terminology common in the 

electrical and automotive world.  Here is a list of some of the more technical terms used in 
the fault code charts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Squib:      A squib is the firing device for an airbag or pretensioner.  It consists of the 
circuit, a small charge and the connector to the wire harness of the vehicle. 

2. Open Circuit:      An open circuit is usually a break in the wiring between two compo-
nents.  The break can occur inside or outside of the components or in the wiring be-
tween them. 

3. Short to (Ground, Earth or Voltage) :     A short occurs when two circuits that are 
supposed to be separate are making contact with each other.  This can occur between 
a wire that carries current and the body of the vehicle, a wire that carries current to 
another wire carrying current, or a ground wire (that does no carry current) to a live 
wire.    


