
� Some passenger airbags allow easy access through the glove compartment while others require 
the dashboard be removed in order to service the system properly.  There may be as many as 

16 fasteners holding the passenger airbag in place, and additional components may be required.  
Locating and knowing how to access these fasteners requires experience, knowledge of each 

manufacturer's design techniques and the proper tools to accomplish this task.  

Passenger Airbag 
  

DISCLAIMER: Serious injury or death can be a result of improper removal/installation 
 techniques.  

Follow manufacturer's instructions for disabling Restraint Systems 
PRIOR to working on any airbag component. 

  
Airbags are a dangerous and powerful safety restraint system and should not be 

taken lightly or tampered with. If you are not a qualified/ certified technician, seek the help of a 
professional to service the airbag system on your vehicle. 

  

 ALWAYS DISCONNECT THE BATTERY AND WAIT 10 FULL MIN UTES BEFORE 
WORKING ON ANY AIRBAG SYSTEM.  

 

The style, size, description, mounting method and access to the passenger airbag varies more than any 
other airbag component in the vehicle. While some come complete with a vinyl cover, wire harness and 

mounting brackets, others will often need additional components (separate dash cover, harness or 
brackets) to accomplish and complete replacement.  



On other vehicles, the top portion of the dashboard is often the cover for the passenger airbag itself.  
When the airbag deploys, it pushes through the top of the dashboard section requiring the replace-

ment of the panel itself 

Access to the passenger airbag is unique to each vehicle.  With careful inspection and the ve-
hicle specific information provided in AirbagSolutions you can determine the required proce-

dure for obtaining access and replacing deployed components.  General information regarding 
each vehicle is provided, however step-by-step instructions for instrument panel disassembly 

are only available from the manufacturer. 

Many vehicle passenger airbags come complete with a vinyl covering that allows the airbag to 
escape during deployment.  This assembly is often referred to as an “Airbag Module”.   To re-

place these modules, accessing the mounting bolts is the only information you will need. 



Many other vehicles require the complete dashboard assembly to be replaced when the passen-
ger airbag deploys.  For these vehicles, the job of installing and servicing the airbag requires 
vast knowledge of fasteners, bolt locations, harness connectors and vehicle design.  Each 

manufacturer designs their vehicle dashboard installation & removal differently.  While some are 
simply vinyl or plastic covers that separate from the frame, others come out as a complete as-

sembly with metal framework, wire harnesses and cluster components still intact. 

 

Passenger airbag replacement may involve a variety of designs and procedures.  The data provided 
by AirbagSolutions, will help you determine how to accomplish the repair and which procedures 

should be added as additional charges. 


