
Newer vehicles are now moving away from OBD II scan format and into CAN 
(Controller Area Network).  This is a constantly changing field requiring newer and up-
dated scanners every year.  For a small shop or individual, this can become very cost 

prohibitive.   

Airbag Scan Tools 
 

DISCLAIMER: Serious injury or death can be a result of improper removal/installation 
 techniques.  

Follow manufacturer's instructions for disabling Restraint Systems 
PRIOR to working on any airbag component. 

  
Airbags are a dangerous and powerful safety restraint system and should not be 

taken lightly or tampered with. If you are not a qualified/ certified technician, seek the help of 
a professional to service the airbag system on your vehicle. 

  

 ALWAYS DISCONNECT THE BATTERY AND WAIT 10 FULL MIN UTES BE-
FORE WORKING ON ANY AIRBAG SYSTEM.  

 

There are a number of different scanners available to service airbag systems.  Many offer cover-
age for multiple vehicles and some are unique to individual vehicle manufacturers.   

In addition, some vehicles do not require the use of a scan tool to access airbag codes and reset 
the system.  AirbagSolutions identifies those vehicles and provides you with all the information 

available for each vehicle. 



Some manufacturers offer a simple code reader / clearing tool for much less money, but 
they are only applicable to individual carmakers (usually import models). 

The scanners being used today for most code reading and clearing are available through a 
number of outlets, including tool trucks, on-line and direct from the manufacturers.  Some 

scanners are not available to the public.  

AirbagSolutions sells the OTC scanner for the simple reason that is covers the most vehicles, 
is the simplest to use and is the most reasonably priced of all the scan tools available. 

The typical airbag capable scan tool costs between $2000 and $5000.  These scan tools are 
different from those that read the “Check Engine” lights as the computers that control each 

of these lights and systems are different. 


